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and reactive

Conifer stands lie close to
designated watercourses and
protected areas. Conifers can be
associated with higher interception
and transpiration of water than
broadleaved riparian areas.
DEFA manage a number of
watersheds and include Ballure,
Colden and Tholt y Will. Water
quality and quantity is important to
these reservoirs and designated
watercourses.

Many of the plantations within the
DMU are increasingly vulnerable to
wind damage due to factors such as
age, tree species, site conditions,
and disease. To protect plantation
health and safety, both proactive

needed to reduce the impact and
support long-term forest resilience.

management will be

and

There are a number of
registered tree areas (RA)

and within the plantations
have potential for veteran

ASNW/SNW adjacentto [

trees and standing
deadwood.

Slieau Curn

!

Ramsey Forest native

woodland project area.
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Ballacuberagh

Larch stands infected with
Phytophthora diseased trees are
dying and pose safety concerns.

Glion Gill

Skyhill

ot

Paths and extensive open hill land

A/Sartfell

Checked sitka spruce on upper
plantations with heathland creating
linear edges and isolated woods

Slieau Maggle

creates disunity in landscape.

{

/

Notable BAP species are protected
from grazing by plantation fencing.
Remnant hedges banks retain

IndkBTed

The extensive Greeba Mountain and
and central hills ASSI and wildlife
site extend to and fall within areas
of plantation which are heather
checked and segregate heathland
areas.

T £

Watercourses support a wide variety
of fauna and flora. DEFA seek |
opportunities to protect riparian | ,
areas within the plantations.
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are linked to the plantations. with
areas of 'public land open to
ramblage.'
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New sewerage
treatment plant area
to be excluded from

plan.

DEFA have created a focus for
recreational activities around
Onchan and Laxey including a
commuinity woodland and mountain
bike venue, a dark skies visitor area
and children's wood.
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North Analysis Map

Property Boundaries

S

DMU North

Core Recreational Hubs

Heathland Corridors

Key:

Agriculture

DEFA = Department of Environment Food and

MWT = Manx Wildlife Trust

Department of
Environment, Food
and Agriculture

ASSI = Area of special scientific interest meyg:e?sﬁgnﬂ;ﬁ;m
1:70000 LISS = Low impact silvicultural systems
Scale Correct at A3 LTR = Long Term Retention
Grid Ref: SC374887 MMAI = Maximum mean annual increment _
Date: 21/08/2025 DNB = Dothistroma needle blight "f"o‘;”a"g%;gﬁ"i‘ﬂeer
Drawn by: Michael OConnell BAP = Biodiversity action plan Fubire
ASNW = Ancient semi-natural woodland Gobbragh Cooldjagh Son
Forestry@gov.im SNW = Semi-natural woodland oot sty

RA = Registered tree area
MB = Mixed Broadleaves
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Riparian areas will be
improved through

plantations along

further downstream,

introduction of broadleaved

watercourses retaining core
areas with productive conifer
to help with flood mitigation

Management of these woodlands will aim
” to complement the initiatives of the |,
| Ramsey Forest Project through linking of |
-; : the existing SNW features

-

Improved heathland vegetation and forest
structure helps to reduce the risks of
upland wildfires by creating more open
diverse woodlands.

ieau Curn

Ballacuberagh

Ballaugh

'0'0'0 X
BRRLKK

Diseased stands of larch will be felled as
| priority and replaced with an alternative
species.

Riparian areas will be expanded specifically

around adjacent National Glens to protect
watercourses and ASNW areas. 5

Xfolt-e-Will

,Ballak'li_]ligggn

1
i
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Recruitment of woodland with semi
natural features will be identified where
they can extend on ASNW and RA type

features and will be maintained and

managed as 'natural reserves' or as LISS.

... Opportunity will be taken to recruit future

'veterans' and standing deadwood.
This will also help efforts to protect
watershed and riparian areas.

DEFA will work in partnership with MWT to
explore opportunity to improve conditions
for BAP species. Will maintain native
hedgebanks for future veterans and
increase open areas and MB within
sensitive areas.

L

Sartfell
A(‘//

DEFA will investigate early removal of
sitka spruce on upper margins linking
open heathland and areas of open 'heath
vegetation' within the plantations &
linking MB to isolated plantations
improving unity in the landscape.

Slieau Mag%

Injebreck

\Colden

DEFA will explore options to resource
creation and maintanence of permanant
heathland and bog corridoors between the
ASSI and plantations.

DEFA will ensure encroaching sitka Spruce
regeneration will be removed to maintain
and support the ASSI condition & nature
recovery network core areas aim to rebuild
habitat corridors in support of our UNESCO

biosphere status.
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DEFA will ensure that areas open to
ramblage and upland habitats will be
maintained and unwanted vegetation kept
controlled.

i
pressures on sensitive areas.
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DEFA will investigate opportunities to
improve public facilities with the aim to
enhance the use of the estate to reduce
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DMU North

Core Recreational Hubs

Heathland Corridors
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Scale Correct at A3
Grid Ref: SC374887
Date: 22/08/2025
Drawn by: Michael

Forestry@gov.im

MMAI =

Key:

DEFA = Department of Environment Food and

Agriculture

MWT = Manx Wildlife Trust
ASSI = Area of special scientific interest
LISS = Low impact silvicultural systems
LTR = Long Term Retention
Maximum mean annual increment
DNB = Dothistroma needle blight

BAP = Biodiversity action plan
ASNW = Ancient semi-natural woodland
SNW = Semi-natural woodland

RA = Registered tree area

MB = Mixed Broadleaves
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